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1. (C - ENTIRK® TEXT).

2. AT LUNCH OCTCBER 12, TEHRAN LAWYER A. E. LAHILJI
(PROTECT SOUSCE) DISCUSSED dI5 VIEWS ON FOLITICAL SCENE
IN TEARAN WITH ACTING POL COUNSELOR. A MODERATE SECULAR
SUPPORTER OF THE REVCLUYION AGAINST TH4E SFAH, LAHIDJI

IS VERY DISAPPOINTED 41TH Y{HOMEINI'S GOVERNMENT AND
PLAINLY SEFEING A MEANS TD EXERCISE MURE INFLUENCE ON IT.

3. LAHIDJI SAID THAT Z20YMEINI PRESENTLY CONTROLS THE
MASSES IN IRAN AND THERE IS LITTLE MODERATE INTELLECTUALS
LIXE HIMSELF CAN DG TO CHECX KHOMEINI'S CREATION OF A
TOTALLY ISLAMIC STATE. <HOMEINI, LI{E THE SHA3 BEFORE
gIM, IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY ISOLATED AND SURROUNDED BY
{25 MEN. MOST OF HIS ADVISORS ARE WEAKX LIKE BAZARGAN

OR CPPORTUNISTS LIKE CHAMRAN AND SABAGHIAN. AYATOLLAH
BEHESHTI WAS WESTERN ORIENTED BUT NOT VERY STRONG AND
YAZDI IS ALSO VERY AMBITIOUS.

4, LAHIDJI POINTED OUT HE HAD ORIGINALLY SUPPORTED
({HONEINI BUT THAT XHOMEINI HAD CHANGED SINCE LAHIDJI
VISITEL HIM IN PARIS. AT TEAT TIME, THOMEINI TCLL THE
MODERATES THAT TH5E CLERGTY SHOQULD STAY OUT OF POLITICS.
LAEIDJI SAID THAT HE AND SEVERAL OTHER LAWYERS (INCLUDING
THE NEW MINISTER OF EDUCATION AND CULTURE HASSAN HABIEBI)
HAD WRITTEN THF ORIGINAL DRAFT CONSTITUTION ALONG WESTERN
LINES. HABIBI EAD TAKEN THE DRAFT TO XHOMEINI JUST BEFORE
FHOMEINI LEFT TEERAN FOR QOM. KHOMEINI SAID THAT EHE
LIEED THE DRAFT BUT WISHED TO DISCUSS IT WITH RELIGIOUS
LFADERS IN QOM. THESE LEADERS OBJECTEL TO THE SECUTAR
DRAFT AND WHEN <HOMEINI RETURNED THE DRAFT TO THE LAWYERS
SEVERAL WEEKS LATER IT HAD BEEN CHANGED TO GIVE IT A MUCH
MORE ISLAMIC FLAVOR. THE LAWYERS INCORPORATED THESE
CHAANGES AND THE DRAFT, WHlICHE LAHIDJI FELT WAS ACCEFTABLE,
WAS SENT TO THE COUNCIL OF EXPERTS WHICH HA5S NOW ALTERED
IT OUT OF RECOGNITION. LAEIDJI FELT TEAT EKHOMEINI WAS
DEFINITELY BEHIND THE MUCH MORE ISLAMIC CONSTITUTION
BEING PECDUCED BY THE COUNCIL, AND, IN PARTICULAR, EEHINT
TEE IDEA OF VELAYAT-E-FAQIHE. ABSOLUTE POWER CORRUPTS
AESOLUTELY ANL XEOMEINI HAS APPARENTLY DECIDED RE MUST
RUN THE COUNTRY HIMSELF.

D IDJI 3AID THAT #AILE KHOMEINI S SUFPORT OF THE
MASS STILL MAKES HIM THE MOST POWERFUL MAN IN IRAN,
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HE HAS ALIENATED ALL THE MODERNIST 3RCUPS. OVER Ti: PAST
TWO WEEXS THESEY ZROUPS HAAVE BEEN HOLDING TALZS AIMED AT
CONSOLIDATING THEIR FORCES INTO ONE CROUP WHICH MICHT
THEN BE ABLE TO FORCE 7EOMEINI TO RECONSIDER THE DRAFT
CONSTITUTION. THE ORGANIZERS OF THE GROUP ARE HOPEFUL
THAT TEEY CAN PUT TOGETHER A FRONT OF ISLAMIC MODERATES
AND SECULAR LEADERS. THEY DO NOT INTEND TC INCLUDE NON-
ISLAMIC LEFTISTS OR FETAYAN IN THEIR EFFURTS AS THE
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SHARIAT-MADARI’S SUPPORTERS AND THE
LEFTISTS ARE TOO GREAT. THE NEW GROUP WOULD BE COMPOSED
OF MODERATE MOSLEMS UNDER THE SHARIAT-MALARI CONNECTEL
MUSLIM PEOPLE’S REPUBLICAN PARTY AND THEE MODERATE SECULAR-
ISTS OF KAZEM HABIBI S NATIONAL FRONT AMD JOMBESH OF
HASSAN JAVADI. 1IN ADDITION TEESE GROUPS ARE TALKING WITH
THE MUJABEDIN-E-{HALG AS THEY CONSIDER THE MUJAGEDIN ONE
OF THE STRONGEST FORCES IN IRAN. COMMENT: EMBASSY HAS
BEEn PICKXING UP RUMORS THAT THE MODERATE FORCES #ERE
TEYING TO GET ORGANIZEL. WE HAD NOT HEARD THAT THEY

WEKE TRYING TO ERING THE MUJAEEDIN IN UNDER THEIR UMBRELLA.
THIS MAYES SENSF, HOWEVER, BOTH FOR THE MODERATES AND

FOR THE MUJAHELIN WHO LOST A MAIN SOURCE OF SUPPORT IN THE
RELIGIOUS HIERARCHT AT THE DEATH OF TALECHANI. THERE MAY
WELL BE A GROWING SHARIAT-MADARI/MUJAHEDIN LINT AS
REFORTEDLY THE MUSLIM PEOPLE’S REPUBLICAN PARTY’S PAPER
{RALQ-E-MOSALMAN IS NOW BRING PRINTED WITH MUJAREDIN
HELP. (EMBASSY CANNOT CONFIEM THAIS REPORT.) A SHARIAT-
MATARI /MUJAREDIN/NATIONAL FRONT COALITION COULD BE

QUITE FORMIDABLE. IT WOULD NEED LEADERSHIP, HOWEYVER,
“ANT EMBASSY IS LUBIOUS THAT SHARIAT-MATARI WOULD BE
"WILLING TO COME DOWN FROM EIS MUD-BRICX TOWER T0 PIGHT

IN THE TRENCHES, FRVEN IF HE YERE TEMPERAMENTALLY SUITED
FOR LEADIN? A POLITICAL OPPOSITION, (WHICH HE IS NOT),
HI5 PAST RELATIGNS #ITH THF SHAR’S REZIME MAZE HIM
VULNERABLY TU TA%EATS T0 RVVEAL THESE ASSOCIATIONS.
FUETHERMGRE, FPEW CLERGYMEN ARE WILLING TO MAKE AN OPEN
BREAT WITHE {dOMEINI AND FACE CHARGES OF WEATENING
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